SEM observations were made on the morphology of the nygolaim, Laevides symmetricus Khan et al., 1990 and its embryonic development was studied. The cuticle is marked with fine transverse striations, lips are amalgamated with an asteroid oral aperture and the papillae arranged in a 6 + 10 pattern. Mural tooth with slit-like laterodorsal aperture. Ventromedian supplements 6-8, irregularly spaced; deep transverse grooves present just anterior and posterior to each supplement. Eggs are mamillate and the first three cleavages are all transverse with the resulting blastomeres arranged in tandem. Embryonic development was completed in 86-111 h after egg laying.
SEM studies on nygolaims are few and nothing is known about their developmental biology. This paper describes the SEM morphology and the embryonic development of a nygolaim predator, Laevides symmetricus Khan et al., 1990 .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Soil samples were collected from around the roots of paddy (Oryza sativa) from Kudwara village, district Sitamarhi, Bihar, processed by sieving and decantation and the nematodes isolated by the modified Baermann funnel technique. Some specimens were fixed in formalin, dehydrated and mounted on glass slides for identification.
For SEM, specimens were processed as described by Shafqat et al. ( 1991 b) and examined in a Hitachi S 2300 scanning electron microscope at 15 kV. Some specimens were cultured in 10 cm diam Petri dishes containing 1 % water agar and prey (Rhabditis sp.). To study embryonic development gravid females, picked either from cultures or isolated from soil, were inoculated in small cavity blocks containing a thin layer of I% water agar. Freshly laid eggs were transferred to cavity slides also containing 1 % water agar and covered with a coverslip. These slides could be observed with a light microscope at high magnification to follow the cleavage pattern.
RESULTS

SEM studies
Body cuticle marked with fine transverse striations. Lip region symmetrical, continuous and slightly wider than adjoining body. Lips amalgamated and not distinguishable. Oral aperture wide, asteroid. Anterior sensilla arranged in two circlets of 6 + 10. Cephalic and outer labial papillae situated at the same level on the outer margins of the lips. Each papilla is an elevated structure with a distinct opening.
At the base of the papilla is a smooth collared rim. The cuticular striations of the lip region appear broken and irregular.
Mural tooth slender with a smoothly rounded tip. A narrow slit-like aperture starting from some distance below the tip present on the laterodorsal side ( Fig. 1 B, C) . The vulval opening is a simple narrow transverse slit, 20-22 Fm wide (Fig.   1 D) . The anal opening is a wide slit about 10-12 gm across ( Fig. 1 E) ; its upper lip is slightly arched over the lower lip which is continuous with the body contour and not clearly distinguishable.
The male posterior region is slightly curved. Adanal supplements quite prominent, situated about 8-10 fim from cloaca. Ventromedian supplements 6-8 in number and irregularly spaced. Each supplement consists of a domeshaped or hemispheroid elevation with a small papilla. Just anterior and posterior to each supplement are deep transverse grooves only slightly wider than the supplements (Fig. 1 H) . Between the following and preceding grooves of adjacent supplements are shallower and somewhat irregular transverse grooves. The cloacal opening is slit-like, 9-12 gm across, with a more prominent upper lip (Fig. 1 F) .
Embryonic development
Laevides symmetricus reproduces sexually. Females are amphidelphic usually containing 2-3 mature eggs. When laid, the eggs are single celled, elongate-oval in shape with the outer layer distinctly mamillated ( Fig. 2A) . The egg shell consists of the three basic layers, viz., i) the external protein layer, ii) chitinous membrane or true shell and iii) the inner vitelline membrane. Eggs generally measure 95-103 x 50-55 (99 x 53) gm and have a densely granulated, dark brown cytoplasm that completely fills the egg.
Fusion of the male and female pronuclei takes place outside the body usually 3-41/2 h after egg laying. This is followed by cytoplasmic streaming after which the egg begins to divide. The first cleavage is transverse occurring 5-8 h after egg laying and dividing the egg into two equal-sized blastomeres, an anterior S 1 and posterior P, (Fig. 2B) . The second and third cleavages are also transverse occurring simultaneously, 11/2-3 h after the first cleavage and producing four blastomeres, A, B, S2 and P2 (Fig. 2C) . About 2-21/2 h later, A and P2 blastomeres divide longitudinally into A1, A2, S3 and P3 respectively (Fig. 2D) . A further 25-40 min later B and S2 blastomeres also divide longitudinally into B 1, B2, C and D blastomeres respectively producing the eight cell stage (Fig.   2E ). Beyond this, the division into individual cells could not be followed due to rapidity of divisions and the superimposition of the cells. Nearly 3-4 h after the eight cell stage, the 16 celled embryo was formed followed by the blastula stage
